Site M:126/10/22
Rockville Christian Church/Bell Tower Building
101 West Jefferson Street, Rockﬁille
Built: 1893 Private/Restricted Access

This example of vernacular church building was done by local
buildef Edwin M. West, a member of the Rockville Christian Church
congregation. He used a mixture of familiar elements he had previously
used in his residential commissions, combined with Gothic detailing
thought appropriate for ecclesiastical buildings.

It is of brick laid in common bond with molded water table and
high stone foundation. The multi-level tower on the southeast
corner was also used on the Jerusalem Church(built at the same period).
The building is decorated with saw tooth pattern verge board, pierced
bracketing on side facades, Gothic hooded entrance gable and lancet
windows. The rear facade and interior of the altar area were rebuilt
after a 1953 fire. The current owners have adapted the church for
law office use and incorporated the stained glass windows and

carved and moulded railing and pulpit into their decor.
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1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic Rockville Christian Church

and/or common - Bell Tower Building

2. Location

street & number 101 West Jefferson Street o ___not for publication
city, town Rockville — vicinity of congressional district 8
state Mar yland county Montgomery
Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—_ district —_— public ____ agriculture —  museum
v building(s) v private —__ unoccupied _v~ commercial — park
— structure — both — work in progress — educational — private residence
—__site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment — religious
- Object ___in process —___yes: restricted — government —_ scientific
‘ __ being considered — yes: unrestricted — industrial ___ transportation
_w/not applicable 1~ po —__ military —__other:

4, owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name John Bell, esq.
street & number 101 West Jefferson Street ~ telephone no.: 762-1717
city, town ‘Rockville ‘ state and zip code Maryland 20850

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Courthouse liber 5975
street & number o folio 605
city, town | Rockville state Maryland

6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

National Register (W. Montgomery Avenue historic district) - 1974

title
date Locally designated historic district - l%ederal . state _‘,_/coumy e

N b WaYeZad ~Z_ local
J.V]."'J.‘\/I'I'\/ d™ A A4

o City of Rockville
pository for survey records

Rockville Maryland 20850
city, town state




7. Description survey No. 770 3¢/e/az

Condition Chegk one i:?k one

excellent — - deteriorated- unaltered original site
ZQOOd —_ruins -V altered — moved date of move
— fair ____ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Rockville Christian Church was erected in 1893 on lot #5652
at the correr of Jeffersorn and Adams Streets. Edwin M. West, a local
builder/carperter, used a mixture of gothic and familiar residential
glements on this structure. The three bay by three bay brick structure
was laid in commorn bond arnd has a molded water table. It is 2 1/E
stories over a raised stone foundation. The roof is a blue slate,
laid in patterned courses. There is a multi-level tower anchoring .
the southeast corner of the building.

The front (South) facade borders JeffersonStihe broad gable
roof has a simple vergeboard decoration of sawn wood in a saw-tooth
pattern. Under this gable is a raised entry with a pointed-arched
steeply-roofed hooded pable with splayed ends. The recessed double
door is topped by a lancet window. Arother entry on this facade is
1ocated further east, and provides contrast by use aff@liptical arch -
ard fan light over the recessed double door.

At the southeast corner is the multi-level, slightly progecting
tower which rises from a cubical shape, through an cctagonal louvered
belfry level and ends in a conical twret with cadar shingles and a
patterned slate roof. There are shallow molded buttresses at the
corners on the second level. The turret is similar to that on My
West?s own house at 114 West Montgomery Avenue, built three years .
garlier. A crocketed copper finial tops the turret on the Church
building. o :

The mairn Facade on this elevation is pierced by narrow slit
windows on the second story on either side of.the main door. A r
pair of round-headed louvers takes the place of windows over the
main gabled entry. The second level of the tower has round windows
msver moulded, recessed brick arches.

The building stretches three bays from front to back;the east facade

borders Adams Street. This sast side has three large staived glass pointed-
arch windows, arnd a brick water table.  On this side the undereave
brackets are thick and krob-like with center holes. Horizontal
lightning rods run the length of the building, held in place by copper
holders inan anthemion shape. There is an interior brick end chimney
to the rear of this facade.

The rear (rorith) side has been altered by removal of the main |
altar window and the cornection of this building with the one—time
Education building to the west. OFf interest is the use of molded
brick piers which bracket the altar window areas these pisrs have
no structural purpose, but echo the width of the chimneys rising
From the roof above them. New brick work and a sguars window have

replaced the altar window. There is an entrance from this facade.
4

Continued on P. 7,1
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ROCHKVILLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
#7 CONTINUED

The west side of the building has beew partially hidden since
the geining of the two buildings. The three stained glass windows
ar this side are extant, although two of them are row ircorporated
i the interior; they decorate the vestibule/hall of the building
and one serves as transom lighting for the entry into the recepbion
area. The 1 1/& story brick Education Building is two bays by
three bays and is cormected to the west side of the church by a brick
hypher. It has many-paned windows with louvered shutters, and a
paneled dooe on the esast facade.

The north end of the interior was first remodeled after a
serious fire in 1853 destroved most of the altar area. This
area was then designed by architect Lester Buarns.

The ocurrent owners have taken pains to adapt this building
without reedliess loss of its unigue character and atmosphere. The
altar area was adapted for uwse as a reception area, utilizing the
pulpit, parneled altar enclosure and fine classic carved meulding.
The sanctuary has been divided into individual offices, each with
a stained glass window, but the partitions are sufficiently open
and low so as to retain a feeling of the sriginal use.
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8 Significance

¥

‘Survey‘ No. 770 .’lé/m/;‘a.,‘

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below < - ’ ) - / .

i ——prehistoric _ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ___ landscape architecture _ rel_lglon

Y. 1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic — conservation — law — science
7 1500-1599 agriculture —__ economics —_literature . —— sculpture
. - 1600-1699 Zarchitecture ——education — military —— social/ o
—J700-1799 ____art — engineering - music humanitarian
v 1800-1899 ~ __ _commerce — exploration/settiement ____ philosophy — theater o

1900- — communications — industry s — politics/government - - transpoqtatn_on

- - invention ; - other (specify)
Specific dates 1892 1893 = Builder/Architect Edwin M. West

check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B _C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: __ A B C D _E F G

‘/local

Level of Significance: _ national j{state

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a ger\l\eral statement of history and

support. R o
» The old Rockville Christian Churech is a well-executed example

of  vernacular expression in a Church building, a local builder?s
atatement of faith in brick and wood., - The Church also represents a
753 year struggle by a dedicated band of Christians to succeed as a
congregation, culminating in this building. Edwin West’'s only
kriowrn public building has besn successfully adapted for modern use
without major exterior alteration,

In the early days of Movd gomnery County, the scanty and
scattered populatiorn necessitated circuit riders and shared pastors
amorig several localities. The fledgling Rockville Academy

7 welcomed these local ministers as teachers in the early 19th
century. About 1835, a native of Ireland, William MoClenahan, was
head of the Academy’s English Department. He was alsco meeting with
like-minded Christians in preaching and study groups, held at his
home or the Academy. Those he baptized in the faith were known as
Disciples of Christ in America. i

Information orn McClenaharn's miristry in Rockville is sparse,
but we do know that he owned the Brewer House (#26/9) on Falls Reoad
in the years between 1824 and 1841.2  Scharf reports the names of
those he "immersed" in 1835, 3 His obituary appeared in 1856
aftar he had left the County to settle in Baltimore; he died at age
66. 4 (There was also an ad in a 18432 Rockville newspaper for a
Bakery and Millirery store rurn by William MeClerahan, and it is
possible that the sewWwing and baking done by the ladies of the

fooongregation may have been sold there to raise funds for the group. 35

The more established Fresbyterians, one of whaose ministers
(Rev. Mirnes) was alsc teacher and principal of the Rockville
Arademy, had purchased a site for a house of worship in 1838, This
building was located at the northwest corner of Jefferson and Adams
Strests. & ‘

Irn 18588 the Presbyterians built a new church across from the
Courthouse and sold this lot (#58) to William Braddock for $300.
Braddock, his wife and daughter were 2arly members in the Rockville
Disciples of Christ. Although title to the building did rnot pass
to the Church uwntil after the death of Braddook, the congregation

P zzg the use of the building as evidenced by the 1865 Martinet & Bond

CONTINUED ON P, 8.1
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ROCKVILLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH M: 26/10/22
#8 CONTINUED - Page 8.1

In 1866 the congrepgation was formally incorporated, and ir
the same year, Roberta Braddock, widow of William, deeded the land
to the church, the deed recitng that $264 of the $300 price had
already been paid.?

The Rockville Christians (as they became known) probably used
the wld frame "meeting house" until the eraction of the present
building in 18%928. Scharf, in 188z, mentions that the building had
been “from time to time repaired and improved", and the Church
higtories mention ric cther building being erected, except a small
Baptistry. Also, several ohituaries of the period mention services
at the “"Christian Meeting House".

In 1832 the Trustees and Elders ertered into an agreement with
Edwin Montgomery West to comstruct a brick building at a cost of
3, 50@. Mr. West was a member of the Church and had withivn the
previous five years erected marny of the fine residences in the
newly developed West BEnd of Rockville, irncluding his own in the
same blook.

It is not believed that Mr. West had formal architectural
training, but his handsome houses display the same skill evident or
the Rockville Christian Church. This is his only known public
building, though he bid on the building of the rew Courthouse, and
may have dovne some work at the Rockville fRcademy.

In the next decades, the Christian Church continued to grow
and prosper. In 1952 a small education buildirng was built
adjoining the churchi this is row connected to the Church. Iri
19853 a fire in the overheated furnace directly berneath the altar
area of the Church caused extersive damane. The heat was so
intense that the entire altar area was destroyed and the ceiling
fintures melted. The Church was closed for repairs until November,
while $20, 200 worth of rencvation and rew constructiorn was done
urder the auspices of Lester T. Burns, an architect and member of
the Church. 8

By 1963, the membership had grown so large that the Jefferson
Street building was no longer sufficient. Before moving to a
258, 228 structure on Bdelare Road, the members dedicated a Garden
of Memories, placirng a plague dedicated to the mamories of the
fifteen sarly 13th century founders, including William MeClenahar. 9

In 1973 the buildivng was sold to John Bell. Most of the
original building was preserved as built in 1832, The intericor
space was adapted for the use of his law firm, but Mr. Bell stated
that he intended to preserve “"the historical and cultural
significance of the Rockville Christian Church". 18 His success
Was rewa by receipt of a 1983 award from Feerless Rockville

i pservation, Ltd for sensitive adaptation ,
i of fice use. : ;

Beharf, History of Westermn Maryland, Volume I. B 7B

©. Montgomery County Land Records, Liber BS7, folio 3@ (182
and Liber BS1@ folio 483 (1841)

3. SBecharf, Op. Cit.

4. Bentinel, March 28, 1856

%. the church history mentiorns the sacrifices of the first members,
and their efforts to raise Funds by sewing and baking, so if
MoClenahan did have a store, he probably sold their handi-work.

€. Land Records, Liber BSS, folic 226 (1833

7.  Scharf op. cit., p. 768

8. Sentinel, February Yy November £#6 and December 3, 1953

e The Everning Star, RApril, 1963

10. Bell, Corneilius ang Shore
new offices
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9. Major Bibliographical References survey No. 2 ' 26 /0 foa

Montgomery County Land, Equity & Tax Records
Montgomery County Sentinel; Evening Star
Scharf, History of Western Maryland (1882)
Christian Church history

10. Geographical Data

16,595 square feet

»»»»»»»»»»»

Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name ‘ Quadrangle scale
UTM References do NOT complete UTM references - Loex
A B
o b e b by RN R R
Zone Easting "~ Northing Zone Easting Northing
cladlda byt bbb baal ol | L L
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L ] L1 |
Verbal boundary description and justification

Parts of lots 52 and 53; fronting on West Jefferson Street at

northwest corner of South Adams Street

| i H| ] I Ll

'
L
L

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state ‘  code county code

state code county , code

11. Form Préﬁpared*By; o | -~

name/title  Anne W, Cissel

organization = Peerless Rockville | : date August 1984

street & number P.O. Box 4262 telephone 762-0096

sity or town Rockville o L ataie Maryland 20850

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
© Shaw House ,
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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UKITEL STATES DLFARIMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Woshinglon D.C. 20743

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION )
APPLICATION — PART 1 )

’ {Pursuant to the Tax Relorm Act of 1876)

.

¢ instructions: Applican! should read the inslructions carefully bafors complsting spplication. No Certificetion may be made unless a completad applicstion form has
. been received (P.L S4-455] Use typewrier of print Cleacly in Cark ink 1o complee the spplication form, I additions! space is nesded to compleis Part 1. use the revese
;. side or 8 38pardie piain sheel 0f paper clearly indicating the owner's name and mailing adcress. Pant 1 of this application may be compleied and sent 1o the appropti-

ate Siaie Histotic Preservauon Oficer al any lime dusing the year, and may be sen! separaiely or with Part 2.

PART 1 E\’ALUF\T!ON OF SIGNIFICANCE

. nasE of prorerTY:_ ROCKVILLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH o
Acoress of propery. Streel 101 W. Jefferson Street
oy Rockville Coumy_ Montgamery swe __Maryland 2ip Gose 20850

West Montgomery Avenue Historical District

Name o! historic disinct in which propenty is located.

2. DESCRIFPTION OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE:
{see instructions for map and pholegraph requirements—use reverse side if necessary)
The building is a brick structure with wooden trim. It is rectangular in plan with a
tower projecting at the southeast corner. The front facing gable end has an entrance
through a projecting, pointed arched portloo. Small square-headed openings flank the

portico; the gable has a pair of round-headed windows. {continued on back)
3. STATEMENT OF SIGRIFICANCE:

{use reverse side il necessary)

The church is a classic example of the kind of late nineteenth century building that
predaminates in the district. It was built in 1893 with an addition to the western side
in 1950. The building is very similar to others in the district primarily because most of

e o! construction {iIf known)' ] Ong"mal site D Moved Date of alterations {if known): Fe:bman’ 5 z 1950

4. NANE AND MAILING ADORESS OF OWKER:

John T. Bell, Frank S. Cornelius & Elbert R, Shore

Name
Street 101 -West Jefferson Street
Cay Rockville \ : siae M0 2ip Coae_20850

Tele—shc;ne Number {duning day\&rea Cod\ (301) 762—1717

N : ,
1 hereby atles) thanthednformation iYaave provided is\Jo the best of my knowiedge, correct. and thal t am owner ol the property descnbed abo)

Sipnature RIR Susenee S . Date, - 4 4‘7 L’/

JOHN T. BE.'LT_.) /
g m—————

For oftice uss only .
Y

The structure descnbed above is ilgluded within the boundaries of the Nationat Register historic district andf contributes [J does not contribute to the character of

the district,

The structure {3 appears [3 does not appesr to meet Nationat Register Criteria tor Evaiuation (36 CFR 60.6) and D will likety D wilt not be nominated to the Nationat

Register i accord with the Department of the Interior procedures {36 CFR 60).

The structure is tocated in a district which D appéarsD does not appear to meet National Register Critena tor Evatuation {36 CFR 60.6).[3 witt likety D wilt not be nomi.

nated 10 the National Register in accord with Department of the tnterior procedures (36 CFR 60). and D appears D does not appear 10 contribule to the character of said

e Date 7’/‘;&

Trus peoperty has been evaiualed according to the critena and procedures set lorth by he Deparimeni of the intenor (36 CFR 67) and. it subject 10 depreciation under
section 167 of the intemal Revenue Code o! 1954

"3 hereby cerihed 2 histonc structure

does not contnibule 10 the Character of the his101:C thsinct and does not mernl certiication as a histonc struclure Reasons gven on the altached sheel

Signature Date.
Keeper of the Navonal Register

M-26-10-22

Caw oy




PR ]

N

. e
oL Lo . [ - .

a round arched doorway with a fanlight above the double, sguare-hezaded doors,
The second story, stepped backone course, has a round window. The rook of the
tower has a square, hipped base that supports an octagonal; like the nave it is
covered*with alternating bands of square and rounded slate tiles.

aAlong the nave sidewalls, the granite foundation is exposed. Above this are
four courses of brick laid flush with the surface of the stone; the fifth course
is a moulded brick table of quarter-round profile. Three pointed-arched windows
light the nave. The projecting rafierends are cut into a looped pattemrn.

The north end has a small northex that follows the form of the larger gable
end. It once had a pointed-arched window that was bricked in; it is now a rec-
tangular shaped window.

Connected to the western nave is the annexed education building which was

built in 1950. After a fire in 1953, which gutted much of the sanctuary, the

3)

Rockville Christian Church was refinished to its prior condition.

While the outside of the eighty-nine year old church remained unaltered, re-
construction on the interior began in 1974 for the purpose of housing a law firm.
The sanctuary, the last section to be renovated, is sub—divided to form five
offices for attomeys and secretaries. Each office retains the elegant stained-
glass windows. The pulpit area has been converted into a reception area and the
lower level was converted into an office area, kitchen and law library.

With the old Rockville Academy located across the street and the Victorian
design homes surrounding the area, the Rockville Christian Church represents
well the history of the Rockville area.

the houses were constructed by the prominent architect/builder Edwin West. The
exterior Victorian style architecture remains intact. West used the finest
architectural features of that period when constructing the church; patterned
slate roof, arched doorways and octagonal shaped tower with fish-scaled shingles.

The church's congregatlon was founded in 1817 by W1111am McClenagan of Tubber-
mour, Ireland, who wWas also respected as the head of the English Department of
the Rockville Academy for many years. On September 26, 1866, a deed was executed
by Roberta V. Braddock transferring to the congregation the property on the
corner of Jefferson and Adams Streets. For 27 years the congregation met in a
log cabin for worship and then in 1893 moved to the church when construction

was completed.

The Rockville Christian Church is one of the older congregations among the
Christian Chruch, Disciples of Christ, in America, which is itself the oldest
Protestant denomination developed in frontier America. The church, therefore,
adds historical significance to the district by incorporating a scope of
Rockville's past prominent figures as well as historical, religious and archi-
tectural features of the past.

AL LI LI Y I AL Y Y A R Y Y Y Y Y Y P Y Y Y Y R LR Y Y 2 Y ¥y
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~10-32,

: y
The tower is divided into two stories. The first, with buttressed comers M"ZA .

a




086T JIepusTed

STTTAYD0Y SSOTI99d WOIJ
‘M TOT
2%/01/9¢

199118 UOSJIOIIOL
U2Iny) UBTISTIUD STTTAYO0Y




Y
k. | ;
FYTI] t
sl S
u ‘ II i I.' .Y i
T - W
= ~-dlefal, ) : :‘
20" 5y . [
118 ,5/"'y~o - ¥
F<rirarey ="
L . | S
' n - 0O n
vl I 4 ‘ﬁ ] z. ) I
(S fitmsttie 1.
,'f":_,/ ! R
S0y i 1! J ’ et =
It / [ i e N
) e o R / y s = !
i D o |
. R ’ ! 28 «Courthouse Square
Rﬁ'S Neet Mantgomery sver ue 31 Historic Distrct _L
e Histore [ustrict by
[ S~ 7. :
! — W .
'1 o \'/L ';‘,4_ %‘ .I
A g '°I |-D\ ’IT"‘ COUATHOUM
G o, :
& ik
s S
- P e ! b I PS FEE R
B TS e 5
o061 il 2
/ 4 \ R |
q 2
o \\ N N -~
$-12. ? 1 \ 2
e — THRO) ¥
: l 4 “
Wmessssapacaisisnat a8 o
R CHUPCH STREET N
! sSouth Wasnhi¥Glon Street
§ Histonic District
— § \
g w
S 3
<
el :
v L]
/

8altmore & Ohio .~',~_
Histone District .}

MAP 1 g
EXISTING ZONING

WITHIN HISTORIC DISTRICTS

LEGEND

[R€] me mesoeura 1500

(5] #s svemean mesornre

RS0 MEDIM OENSITr  MSOEN® AL
R0 N Fams SEnucogs

TRCYED MLS:OEMTIA,

RT3 R-7S ONE-FAMILY ETRZmEL
RESIDENTIAL
[2%0] .40 om.rumr seescres,

FTSOENTIAL

R-40 ONE-FAMILY SEUt.3CTAMED
RESOENTIAL
R30 MUATIPLE Tasir L Sa
T

OLHBTY WESDEN” 4.
{0 mao manme sav - ssomvrae

C:l ReM CENTRAL BUSHCSS JSTACT
NIGH RSE APARTMENT  RTS.OENTIAL

O« OFFKE  BUILS &%
[:3 02 TRANSITIONA. TFE 'f

il .l LOCAL COMMEMI.
c2 ot

-1 SERVICE  INCLSTA 3L
LIGHT  oNDGE™2 AL
s
m 14 RESTRICTED  ND.S™™ 4

7] Tce-1 Town cEntER rrcE

INDUSTReAL 22w

l TCO-2 TOWN CENTE® OFFICE

[T vemer Town cenrem weces st

[ rom-2 town cen-er wren _se

A SPECIAL EXCEPTION

TORN CENTER PERCRMINCE
DISTRCT
484508 TOWN CENTER PLANNING

ARtA

WSS MISTORIC CISTRICT

sorseen TRANSITIONAL Q1€TR = 8O- CaARY

wow mm RESIDUNTIAL TONE BIUNTANY

*Note: Fordiscussion and planning purposes South Washington Street and the Courthouse Square district
are considered independent Historic Districts even though they are shown on the existing zoning map as
one district.

oTTTAYO0Y

19911 UOSISIFOL 3SoM TOT

SuiprIing JemoJ, TT°d
/udany) UueTISTIYD OSTTTAYD0Y

11d

!

2g/01/9¢






M. 26/ 10/22

(awp) BECL Towee Blde

—EFER o STT
lo/ W. ‘klg;lARD N ANDREWS

L /00 7' 7 1608 Farragut Avenue
Rockville, Maryland 20851
veusT, (g7  SPUTHK [So0TnEnST &c&r Ao




